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began in 1882 on the intersecting county lines 
of Marion and Chattahoochee Counties in 
Southwest Georgia. Reverend Shed Thornton 
is the first known pastor to lead Zion Hill. 
Other pastors to follow would include Rev-
erend Jackson, Reverend Mathis, Reverend 
Davis, Reverend Chinn, Reverend Gates, and 
Reverend Campbell. Reverend Carter then 
pastored the church for thirty-six years, fol-
lowed by Reverend Baker, who pastored for 
over sixteen years. 

Reverend Willie E. Neal then became the 
Pastor of Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church 
and in his twenty-two years of leadership, he 
worked tirelessly to expand the church. Under 
his careful eye, the current Fellowship Hall 
was built, and new pulpit furnishings, new 
pews, and the indoor baptismal pool were in-
stalled. 

In 1987, the church was incorporated and 
attendance continued to grow. The church 
added classes for children and young adults to 
its Sunday school program. After the church 
established a youth choir ministry and youth 
usher ministry, it became a full-time Gospel 
church, holding services every Sunday. 

After the Reverend Frederick D. Harris took 
over the leadership, the church began making 
some structural improvements. New carpet 
was installed in the sanctuary, the pews were 
covered, the fellowship hall was outfitted with 
new tile, and new tables, chairs, and kitchen 
appliances were added. A new sound system 
was installed and finally, a steeple was added 
to the top of the sanctuary, inviting members 
of the community to come praise and worship 
the Lord at Zion Hill. 

It was during this time that Rev. Harris also 
implemented a new Wednesday class to in-
crease spiritual growth. After Rev. Harris was 
called to relocate to Maryland, the Reverend 
Clarence R. Barnes then took over the leader-
ship of Zion Hill. Sadly, due to medical rea-
sons, Rev. Barnes had to resign in November 
2014. 

Along with pastors, there have also been 
many deacons who influenced and guided the 
church. Some of the most notable include 
Deacon James Williams, who contributed the 
church flags, and Deacon Willie J. Short, who 
built the current Sanctuary. 

Throughout the past 134 years, Zion Hill 
Missionary Baptist has become a spiritual 
home for many. Advancements in both the ac-
tual structure of the church building as well as 
the church body were made to better accom-
modate the divine growth emanating from the 
hearts and spirits of many pastors, deacons, 
and church members. The story of Zion Hill 
Missionary Baptist Church is truly an inspiring 
one of the dedication and perseverance of a 
faithful congregation of people who put all 
their love and trust in the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Zion Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Cusseta, Georgia for 
their long history of coming together through 
the good and difficult times to praise and wor-
ship our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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JOSEPH BOULANGER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Joseph Bou-

langer for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jo-
seph Boulanger is an 8th grader at Arvada K– 
8 and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph 
Boulanger is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
seph Boulanger for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I was detained for 
votes on Tuesday, April 21st. Had I been 
present and voting, I would have voted AYE 
on Roll Call #162, authorizing the use of the 
Capitol Grounds for the National Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Service and the National Honor 
Guard and Pipe Band Exhibition. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, due to 
the passing of my mother on April 21, 2015 I 
had to remain in Texas and was unable to 
vote on April 21 and April 22, 2015. 

On roll call no. 162, had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea. 

On roll call no. 163, had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea. 

On roll call no. 164, had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea. 

On roll call no. 165, had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea. 

On roll call no. 166, had I been present, I 
would have voted Nay. 

On roll call no. 167, had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea. 

On roll call no. 168, had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea. 

On roll call no. 169, had I been present, I 
would have voted Nay. 

On roll call no. 170, had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea. 
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JOSEPH BERGMAN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Joseph 
Bergman for receiving the Arvada Wheat 

Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Joseph Bergman is a 12th grader at Standley 
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph 
Bergman is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
seph Bergman for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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IN HONOR OF UNITED STATES 
ARMY SERGEANT MATTHEW 
COOKE, RECIPIENT OF THE PUR-
PLE HEART 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor United States Army Sergeant Matthew 
Cooke, a recipient of the Purple Heart from 
North Carolina’s 8th Congressional District. 

Sergeant Cooke was one of thirty-two 
wounded during the 2009 shooting at Fort 
Hood in Killeen, Texas. On November 5, 
2009, Nidal Hasan opened fire at the Soldier 
Readiness Center at Fort Hood, killing 13 peo-
ple and wounding 32 and without the coura-
geous actions of Sergeant Cooke, the death 
toll would likely have been higher. 

When Sergeant Cooke saw a non-commis-
sioned officer shot in the torso, he draped 
himself on the higher-ranking soldier to shield 
him from Hasan. He was shot five times in the 
act of protecting another’s life. 

Recovering physically and mentally from the 
massacre at Fort Hood has been a continuing 
struggle for Sergeant Cooke. Despite serving 
two deployments in Iraq, Sergeant Cooke’s 
greatest injuries and selflessness took place 
on home soil. I am overjoyed that Sergeant 
Cooke is finally receiving the Purple Heart and 
well-deserved recognition for his heroic ac-
tions. 

It is an honor to extend these remarks today 
to congratulate United States Army Sergeant 
Matthew Cooke for receiving the Purple Heart 
and to thank him for his brave and selfless 
service. 
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HONORING COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to rec-
ognize Community Partners for Affordable 
Housing for the exceptional progress they 
have made in providing the basic human need 
of housing to those struggling to afford its ris-
ing costs. 

Partnering with the cities of Highland Park, 
Evanston and Lake Forest, CPAH addresses 
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